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55 caer chee rarteemmmmaanaiand wa nn = 
Fer the Western Bicouiner.:. dividual to come forth and acknowledge the 

“Lying ror THE Goop or THe CuvRcn,” gross injustice he has done (innocently | would 
“UncuarninG Tuk Tieer,” &c. hope) to the names of two of the greatest 
Messrs. Editors: —Having this moment met champions of mental freedom, that any age 
with a number of your valuable paper, I lose or country hasever produced? VERITAS. 


no time in requesting you to place my name. 











upon your list of subscribers. Permit me, For the Western Examiner. 
however, to correct an error in which you ap- TENDENCIES OF THE CHRISTIAN 
pear to have fatien. In vour first number, in RELIGION,—No. IT. 

a'luding to an article thatappeared in the ‘Ad-  — “*Nothing can be of any possible use in this 


vocate,’ of this city, on the 2!'st of Nev. 1833, world, but as it has a tendency to make men 
vou seem fo have taken for granted the cor- happy.”—Rev. David Williams. 

reciness of the follewing statement, penned by ‘The great effort which the clergy are now 
a gentleman of the gown of this city: “When making to drii// the world mtoa belief of Chris- 
Paine’s ‘Age of Reason’ was first submitted to tianity, must, if permitted to go forward, prove 
Benjamin Franklin in manuscript, he returned more fatal to the general diffusion of knewl- 
it to the author, with a letter from which the edge, and the ultiniate welfare of the human 
following isan extract: ‘would advise you not |Tamily, than any other scheme they have 
to ailempt UNCHAINING THE TIGER, but to burn heretofore devised. It is a desperate atte empt 
this piece befare it is seen by any other persén.’ to mingle their sectarian principles with, and 
Uf men are 80 wit kee wirn religion, whatiwould |to establish their authority over; every grade 
they Se wiTHouT rr?” |—-every class of society that has any educa- 

Now be it known to you, gentlemen, and to’ tion at all. 

the Reverend who pnee that communication, A slight view of the influence which educa- 
(for I believe that he took it at second hand,) | tion sways in forming the character of men, 
that this is a most VILLArNovs ForGeRY; an_ will show us what a degree of importance the 
the candor and good sense of clergy rightly attach to early impressions; 


Outrage upon 

Franktin, a ore proet injustice to the memory and this will be best done by tracing the con- 
and writings of Paine. Let me qualify my as- | s sequences of different modes of religious edu- 
sertions. Benjamin Frank! lin died at Philadel-, cation in various countries, through a period 
phia, on the 7th April, 1790. Thomas | of ages. 

Paine’s “Age of Reason” was not commenced’ Most-nations have their Bibles, which they 
uniil towards the close of the year 1793! The | say were given to them by the special ins pira- 
rs oesahe" that work to the citizens of the: tion of (16d; and each one declares that its 
United States, is dated, ‘Luxembourg, ( Par-| own particular system is the ont) true one— 
ts,) January 27th 1754.” Ina letter to Sam- the only true guide to happins hereafter;— 
uel Adams, written a few vears after, the -au-/ that all other systems are hy rearing and their 
ther remarks, is speaking of the motives which | followers impostors, who, of course, are on 


governed him in writing that work: “In the | their way to eternal perdition. ‘The Persians 
first place, I saw my life in continual danger; | have their Zadavisia, which they say was giv- 
iny friends were falling as fast as the guillo-| en to Zoroaster about 1209 years B.C. Its 
tiie could cut their heac is off, and asI expect-| truth was confirmed by a second revelation, 
ed every day the same fate, I resolve - to begin | communicated by God to Hedaviraph, during 
my work. Vappeared to myself to be on my ‘the reign of Artaxerxes, and its general ob- 
death bed, for death was on every side of me, | servance decreed by an infallible council, as- 
and Ihad no time to lose. This accounts for, sembled for the occasion by order of the pious 
my writing at the time I did, and so nicely did} emperor. Now this system of religion has en- 
the time and inten‘ion meet, that I had not! slaved the bodies and debased the minds of the 
finished the first part of the work more than siz’ Persians, and arrested the progress of knowl- 
hours before I was arrested and taken to prison. | edge among them, from the hour of its first 
Joe! Barlow was with me, and knows the fact.” | promulgation to the present. The Brahmins 
Now what are-we to say to this? Who or-|liave their Shaster, which they say was given 
iginated the falsehood that has been so un. poy God to Brahma out ofa dusky cloud. The 
blushingly promulgated by a writer in the} Mahometans goes Koran, given by God to 
“Advo sate?” Tsitnot incumbent on Ciatio- this Prophet nd the Christians have thei: 
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sacred writings, given Sy Uou {9 loses, anc, 
4 LP -on Fes - : ‘ **setPetr ; 2 
like the Zadavisia, conDrmca oy a second re- 


velation, and establisacd 5y am eecicsiast 
council. 

Now all these religions are equally well at 
c<ested by dreains, miracles, cures and oer 
aipernatural phe nomena; but no one of thern 

is supported by any positive evidence which 
the others believe; and they all agree in no- 


thing but in a similarity of moral precepts. — | 


And it is the incorporation of morality with 
religion, the utility of the former of which eve- 
ry one perceives, that has enabled the clergy 
so loug to tyranize over the liberties and for- 
tunesofinen. All thesesysterns differ in thei 
accounts of the will of God, and of what he 
requires of man, li many important gobo 
lars, Now asa Suprame Being should neces 
sarily be immutable and eternal, he could not 
justly be supposed to have diiferent wills, or to 
be author of any thing which is not cons is stent 
with itself He could not, therefore, heve 
been the author of these svstems of Hi oc 
all of which contradict eacs: other, are incon- 
sistent with themselves, and agree in fnttle els 
than their moval precepts. Yet these reli- 
gions are alllegally es sbtis! aerar dy and generatiy 


and no one will pretend Pon, the Pers, , the 
"Turk, or the Bramin, ts less sincere in hits be- 


lief than a Chiristian. 

had we been born in Persia, we should have 
been educated by the Nivgt, and bebeved in 
the religion of Zoroaster. We should have 
had the same reproaches from conscience for 
a violation of its precepts, that the Christian 
feels ior a nemiect ot his supposed duties to 
God. If we had have been born in Turkey, 


‘Tis 


St TLE. PTE LOS TELL, OT LITE: 
preciated in whatever country it might origin- 
ate. Like the imrnortal prod uction is of Ho- 
er, OF Plutarch, or of Virgil, the wien 
,;word of Deity would hove commended t 
divided approbation of intelligent men in every 
region of thr siobe. But this is not the case 
with religion —-which, as we have seen, is eves 
ry wheve the creature af ¢ ircumstances. 
Money ss » > ostensible base upon which all 
religious s “ ims are superinduced. They 
all consist ofa shies chy of bishops and clergy 
ing in idieness and luxury y on the labors of 
om ultitu ule; and ali are equ: ily opposed to 
he inculcation of moral p rinciples unadultera- 
ted wiih religion. What could be more per- 
fectly christian thon the following, which we 
find quote :d by Gibbon from the Persian Sad- 
der: ‘J ‘hough your good works exceed in 


he ull- 


, 
t 
’ 
t 


number the leaves of the trees, the drops of 


He re thre i We SC 2, t lat } 


we should have exclaimed, “there is but one 


God and Mahomet is his Pupres ,? with the 
same conse ious reverence for the sanctity of 
the Koran, +s the Chrisiian feels ag he the 

ness of the Bib ie Thus it is that edu cation, 
habit, and ihe tniluence of the “ BV, make 
the religicus man every where; vhile under 
all sorts of educaiton, laws and socicties, man 
perceives the propricty and a the 
wility of moral action,—just as he perecives 
the properties of a ees and just as he 
would have recoguized the truth of religion, 
had there ever have been any truth in it.— 


holi- | 


rain, the stars in heaven, or the sand on the 
sea-shore, they will be unprofitable to you, 
wiless they be accepted by the destour, or 


aes: To obtain the acceptance of this 
uide to salvation, you tust faithfully pay 
him tythes of all you possess, of your goods, 


of your fae walk of your money. if the des- 
toar be satisfied, your seul will escape hell tor- 
tures; you will secure praise in this wor!d, and 
happiness in the next.”—Gibbon’s Rome, vol. 
I, p. 163. 


Articles of the same meaning, and answer- 


ig the same purpose, might t be ‘quoted from 
the creeds and bi jes of every religion. Dut 


enough has been said to show the object of all 
religions, and we now proceed to show what 
are their tendencies. 

‘They were all established by the sword.-- 
Thousands of volumes have been written; 
learning and genius have been racked, and 
every species of argument exausted to prove 
and explai n that which is incapable of proof 
and inconsistent with itself; but no learning 


has been so eflicient, no argument so conclu- 


Whole nations have been 
arinies 


sive, as the sword. 
desolated; governments overturned; 


hurled upon each other with the fury of de- 


mons; towns and villages pillaged aid fired; 
libraries burnt; the monuments of art destroy- 
ed: citics wrapped in flames, and more than 


-one hundred millions of human beings tortured, 
-mungled and butchered to establish the truth 


Some may say that religion though apparent- | 
the clergy with the prentended interests of 


ty i tine, is vet like a moral axiom—true, 
though not cz wable of deimonstration: to high 
I reply, it is evidently not so; for if it was it 
would be proved by univers sal admission, and 

s there is but one kind of morality inthe werld, 
i would in that case be but one kind of re- 


ligien; or if it had any real foundation in truth 


ig would be universally acknowledged and ap- 


of fable, and identify the temporal interests of 


souls in another world. And if the nations in 
which they were established have moved at all 
in the scale of rationality since that time, it 
has been a retrograde movement. It would 
be easy to show, that not orily have the Per- 
sians degenerated since the confirmation of 





their religion, but that the Christians have, al- 
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80, since the establishment of their’s ! y Cone} the uimost readines ss; {or it is due to the pub- 


stantine. During twelve hundred year S trium-! fic and to myself, that a fair statement of facts 
phant reign, Christianity sank the humen ine, should be cote and that musrepresentations 
tellect far “bene: ith the condition in which she should be corrected, even should they proceed 
found it Bat have not modern Ciwistians, it, from oue of the Holy men of the day. 

may be asked, contributed to the diffusion of} Jt is now nearly eighteen month, since I ap- 
knowledge—to the present improved state of) peared at the Court House in Carrolton, ac- 
seciety in Europe aud America? Yes, idi-| cording to notice pre viously given, te read, ex- 





rectly, as | before observed. Lather, Calvin, , amine ‘eriically, and comment upon, filicen 
and other reformers, to shake off the shackles) or twenty of the first chapters ef the Beck cf 


of the Roemish Church, (winch, without the, frenesis, “Phis was undertaken without ref- 


assistance of the art of printing, they never, erence to Mr. Peck, or any otlcr gentleman 


could have done) bartered wiih liberal gov! of the tiibe of Levi. It was commenced with 
ernments wherever they could find them, and, the Conrithovse filed witha ero wded a audience. 
granted greater religious Jiberties than were Ti so happened, unkown to me, that the Rev- 
before enjoyed, receiving in return the quiet: gentleman had danacied with his brother fa- 
possession and peaceful exercise of their, nactics, a plan of annoyance and oP position, 


own principles. ‘The fear of the stake and the and lad appointed a meciing of seme deserip- 
gibbet being thus removed, the arts and scien-: tion, at the same time and place: altho ih he 
ces were enthusiastically cultivated, and every, could not have been irnoraut of ney prior notice, 
discovery instanily promulgated for the gen-| However, } began my task without any oppo- 
eral benefit of mankind. Dut Christians ar-, sition, beset by the Rev. gentleman on one side; 
rogate to their system many advantages which) and iwo otiers of the same clot on the other, 
have grown out of the art ef. printing, and) who,passing and repasing close behind me kept 
which they have no more right to than scep-, some annoyance by whi pering. lt is posst- 
tics, and even less, for some of “thei have, frei ble that [Bad proceeded tor an Age ir, OF sone 
the beginning, been opposed to it. what more when I was suddenly and abruptly 

Ameng the great benefactors of mankind it called to order by Me. Peck, wd oinsisted that 
would be difficult to find many who could pro-| I should desist to ailow him to reply. Reply 
perly be called orthodox Christians, or those. to what? An halt finished lecture, the illus- 
who, had they lived in our day, would not have trations of which T had barely began to touch. 
been infidels; and it is not indeed to be ex-| Astonished at such an uncourteous and unpre- 
pected from the nature and tendency of their, cedented proposition coming from an individual 
profession an d principles. (See 1 Corinth.| nota resident of the county, and who really 
chap. 1, v.20, 28.) It is true that many great) had novight to the Court Hou: Cy, EXCE} pt though 
men have ie sate aregard for Christianity, | the courtesy of others,—! objected to it; T re- 
and have complied measurbly with its exter= fused to stop, but the Rey. itinerant rose and 
nal rituals, but it has generally been done to, made a speech to the audiance demanding to 
silence importunity, or to avoid persecution, be heard in advance and wished to put it to the 
and where immediate temporai interest has vote, to know whether I should be permitted to 
not been concerned, such have generally been finish or not. A sense of my own rights asa 





luke-warin Christians. “CELSUS. | citizen of the countr y, prevented me from suc- 
a bing to this indignity, and my impatient 

For the Western Examiner. | annoyer, was compelled to sit down, and suf 
“HOBSONIZING.” fer me to finish; havi :t received advice to 


“We are half inelined to visit St Louis, and | that efiect, from some gentleman present. The 
Hebsonize this Association.” conclusions i drew, from the chapters read, 

Gentlemen:—-The Rev. Mr Peck in the | were as follows:—That Moses, or the writer of 
‘sPioneer” of the 10th inst., uses the language the Penteteuch, was a bad astronomer and 
quoted above, in noticing the Western Exami- geographer, and represented things fulsely;— 
ner. As the use of my nake, coupled with a, That the Deity, in being represented as un- 
vain-glorious, clerical sneer, is a matter ofa ableto foresee events, as changable, unjust, and 
personal nature; and as an invuendois attached | liable to human passions and infirinaties, was 
to the expression, it requires of me, fer the | misrepresented;—That his character was de- 
purpose of explanation to the public, that no- graded by being levelled with man;—-That 
tice, which, upon other grounds ITcould net, man had e very whe re made (rod in his own 
from considerations of di: mnity, have given to image, instead of God's having inade man in 
the Rev. gentleman. Forced, hi owever, to ap- hisg—That the accordance exhibited in the 


pear in print, 2 enter upon the de tail S ot the beok ot Crenesis, W itty th; ? falsle as of 2 more rc- 
circu wstances COMMECK dwith ubes sulic et, with ! mote atti ats , Prove ( ‘hat tie writes Jrew his 
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ideas from that heathen source;—That, as Nio-} 
ses received no revelation from God, and liv-| 
ed long after the supposed creation, be must 
have copied the accounts that existed prior to} 
his day, or invented them:-—That what is un-| 
true in any part, cannot ve divine , for God can- | 
not err;—That had the Deity revealed any-| 
thing to man, it would have been co-extensive | 
with the Globe, and just as intelligible as his! 
nature is intelligent and perfect;—That it 


would not have depended upon man’s word to 


prove it, but would have been as conspicuous | 


as the Sun; and might, without any difficulty | 
to Omnipotence, have been written on the face 
ef the Sun and Moon, and then all mankind 
would have seen and believed immediately.— 
That as it depended upon human testimony, 
we could only judge of its truth by its consis 

tence with reason:—That a revelation to Mo- 
ses, is not a revelation to others, nor are they 


bound to believe it; becouse, although the tes-| 
timony to the former be divine, it cannot to the | 


latter, be but human;-—That in India, China, 
and Purkey, they have revelations, and how 
can we discover the true one without examin- 


ation? That the errors ssid to have been com- | 


mitted by God, the false representations of hit, 


his unjust arrangements for man, and the con-| 
tradiction of facts, prove that the work emana- | 
ted from not oniv mere human, but very fli-: 

le authority;—T hat no such thing as a gen- 


eral deluge ever existed; its being a physical 
impoesibility; the water on the Globe being 
insufficient to cever even Mount Ararat, | 
much Jess the loftier mountains of Europe, 
Asia, Africa and vonage and that the whole. 
story of the ne as childish, and not enti-| 


tled to credit. These, and many other infer-| 
ences were drawn, and illustrated incontrover- 


tably; ‘als so far from being candidly met, and 
disproved, by the Rev. Gentleman, were mere- 
ly nibbled at, or evaded. Indeed, some of 
my arguments were misstated, and something | s 
more easy to refute, substitut ed. In fact, the 
whole of my oppenent s reply Vv, Was a motley 
mixture of abuse and declamation, pious tales 


} se lee ert ig” te nree 


and cobweb sophisms— his olject bet DI 
duce oft et mpi the feelings, rouse 
Gices, and by a variety of thoatrica 
and bold assev erations, induce 
believe | him extremely learned, and his 
nent.a mere ignvorainus; for, believe in if you 
can, ye who respect politeness, he even took 
for his text, the following line from Pope: 
6A little learning is a danverous thing,” and 
remarked upon the dang er of a Jittle learning, | 
- evinced by his oppor nent; although the on- 
y proof of his 1gnorance, was his differing in 
opini on from the Rev, Wiseacre, and expo 


‘el systera of theology and ethres 


eng a Maret 


“enough into the arcana aol knowledge, to 


the audience to! 


‘remark applies here 


= = = 


utterly beneeth the wants and in telligence b. 
the age; but which i: hajpencd to be the inter- 
est of the clerical savant to uphold. 

Asa specimen of the gentleman’s fogic, and 
of his ability to **Hobsonize” the St. Louis 
Association, and of the manner in which the 
writer of this article was “Hobsouized,” i will 
| quote from my notes, some of his remeron 

“That we should not know geod from evil 
except for the Bible;” forgetting that the bard 
had sung: 

‘‘Vice is amonster of such frightful mein, 

That to be hated, needs but to be seen,” 


‘and that China had produced her Confucius, 


Greece, her Pythogorus and Socrates; Rome, 
her Regulus; and every other country of anti- 
quity, its creat moralists—all of whom must 


‘have been ignorant, even of the existence of 


the Jewish decalogue. And equally regard- 
less washe of the fact too, that the preserva- 
tion of society depends upon morals and good 
laws rigidly enforced; end noi upon the preva- 
lence of supersitious dogmas He charg sed the 
excesses of the French Revoli ation upon Infi 
delity, without reflecting that Rebespiere wa 
a Christian, and that these exceses were the 
offspring of human passions, operated upon by 
the Kingeraft and oe of Europe, con- 
federated for the desiruction of Reason and 
Liberty. He decla lare red that Infide! lity was al- 
ways based, ei:her upon ingnerace or depravi- 


ty—he, poor soul, never having g penetrated f far 


fa. 
t7) 
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fn. 


cover, that it was the result of Learning an 
Free Enquiry. He maintain me that the firma- 
ment was the third Heaven, without, by th eby, 
offering the requisite proof. He asserted that 
light was an clementary substanee, which no- 


St 


: body d doubted, and induced from that simple 


fact, that there was abundance of light before 
the creation of the Sun, or Moon or the Stars. 
He thought it extremely strange that seed 


p 2. no 9 
hould produc e its like, and aniinals their re- 


ces, throuch countless ages—Hiow wisellt 


-y How the simple truths of Nature astound the 
‘great theologians of the day! He said th: at lan 


Sage was a divine cilt, alt hough it ise cl arly 


buta function of vocal organs, and was invens 


ts d, like every thing else, by human inge nuity 
the industry, impe! ed by necessity. “A cele- 
ted heathen, once remarked, that a God 


ought never to be brought dewn from eave n, 


except for a purpose worthy ofa God, and the 
with full force. We do 
not want a God ta do what we can do ourselves. 
lie asserted it possible to drown the worid, be- 
cause the windows of Heaven were epened, 


and the fountains of the deep broken up, and 


ro 
a | £ . ’ 
(| Hecause woter Was 2 comp onent part Gt air(!) 
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extracted from them, to the other supplies, | but for this mishap, he consoled himself with 
enough might be obtained. What admirable | the hope, that the passages in Jeflerson’s 
logic!, By the beard of Mahomet, it is truly | works, which proved him to have been an In 

diverting! Ifthe fountains of the deep were) fidel, would be expunged from succeeding edi- 
dained (which they could not be) it would, | tions; because the christian community had 
from the force of gravity, immediately return; | made strong representations on the subject, 
and if the windows of Heaven were opened,| which were expected to succeed. You see 
(which is but an easiern inetaphor for rain de-| that the works of no great man are now, or 
scending from the clouds, ) it would add nothing) ever were held too sacred for christian misre- 
tothe bulk of terrestial waters, as whatdescend-) presentation, nor any falsehood too gross, pro- 
ed must first ascend by evaporation. As to the) vided it be intended to serve the use of Priest- 
supply that was obtained from vegetation and craft. Verily, pious lies are in current demand, 
air, the very learacd gentleman forgot that it} when a man of God, dares to suggest to an 
was impossible to procure it, and if procured, ‘audience the probability, (and to applaud the 
it would make the drowning of the world still, measure!) that the fair fame of one of our coun- 
more difficult, because air and vegetation be- | try’s greatest, noblest, best, should be basely 
ing less solid than water, mast occupy more/ taken away to serve the’ vilest of purposes, 
room, than they would when reduced to great-| and to deceive the people. No doubt the 
er solidity, and in their natural state tend more learned gentleman recollects the old saying, 
to raise the waters to their required height and wished to act upon it, **Vulgus vult deci- 
than after their wonder’? nictamorphosis.— | pi, decipiatur.”’. He was gracious enough to 
Besides, the whole atmosnherc, were it entire- | admit that, which it was useless to deny, viz: 
lv composed of water, which, of course itis xot, That all our ideas came through the medium of 
could only produce about thirty feet in depth, our senses, and that as we could not have got 
ofa fluil of the solidity of water. Various theidea of God through them, it must have been 
philosophers have made great discoveries | revealed through his Satanic majesty himself. 
Ciemistry, but it remained for the sublime) How philosophic. Has not every race ‘under 
genius of a Peck to discover that the air and heaven” got the idea in some shape or other, 
vegetation of our Planet conld furnish waiter! and it will not be pretended, even by the Rev. 
auficient to drown it, and that licht bodies oc-! Wisacre himself, that the Deity made imme- 
cupy less room than heavy ones! Truly, ‘4a’ diate revelations to any but one—and that one, 
little learning is a dangerous thing!” Besides, | *O tell itnot in Gath, publish it not in Aska- 
it was entirely overlooked by this profound|lon,” the most ignorant, contemptible, and 
philosopher aad chemist, that animal life could| mendacious, of any race of antiquity, proved 
not be supported without a*constant supply of| upen the face of what they call their own re- 
eerial fluid. What an enviable situation! cords, 

Noe, his friends, and menageric, must have! The chariot of the Sun was fast descending, 
been in, without a supply of that vital sus-| when the Rev. orator finished his discourse, 
tainer! Heconsidered the exisience of ma-|(having occupied more time than his oppo- 
rine eubstances everywhere, conclusive proof|nent,) and as he wished to close with religious 
ofa general deluge. But this may be accoun- | exercises, time did not permit me to reply to 
ted for, by supposing, that from volcanic) his threadbare sophisms, or disperse those 
agency or other causes, every part of the; fumes from the chaldron of superstition, which 
Earth may have been again and again, the|seemed to the ignorant temporarily ro have 
bed of the ocean—a thing impossible, it is| transcended the brightness of truth: With the 
true, in 6900 years, but very possible in as| intelligent and candid, the point was sctiled-- 
many millions—-which is perhaps no more, | settled that it was a pitiful evasion, net a re- 
compared to the age our Planet, than am hour futation. Early on the following morning, 

giass is to time. notices were posted on the door of the Court 











The Reverend Gentlemen, in the full tide of | 


declamation, did not ferget to abuse Paine and 
Volney, regardless of that debt of gratitude, 
which he, asa citizen of this Republic owed to 
the former, and of the respect due to the lat- 
ter, asa Philosopher. He even denied the 
infidelity of Frankiin, and according to the 
christian custom of claiming all great men, 
insisted that ho wasa christian. It was much 
acainst his inclination that he suffered me to 








e . oo. > 8 oo 3 A rer eaen@s} * 
retain possession of the saze ef Monticello;;and he dared not stand until it 


House, and else where, that I would rep!y to 
Mr. Peck the next Sunday, but one, ond re- 
fute what had been advanced by him. Upon 
this a consultation was held, as 1 have been 
informed, to know how to get rid of the “Infii- 
del;” when the Rev. getleman advised that the 
audience should withdraw and give him no 
chance of proselyting them. Yes, the Rev. 
savant well knew, that Parthian warfare best 
suited his purpose. Tle had thrown his dart, 
} 1j As hurled 
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back. He was aware that if he returned to the 


onset, or suffered the orthodox to attend, the | 


cobwebs would be stripped from his sophisms 
-—the disingeniousness of his course be made | 
to appear, and the impregi: abil iy of} Lis Oppo- | 
nents positions appear the ° Pi einer, from his 
futile attemptto carry then. He returned noi 
to the dispute—he ingioriously ceded to Inf. | 
delity the arena—but he prevented | is Oppo- 
nent from reapinz the full harvest of his victo- 
ry; for the wilely andtruly christian advice 
was put into practice, s0 as tO prevent my re- 
ply from being heard by more than seventy 


persons. Yes, for once, my orthodox frends | 
were polite, for although there was a great | 


meeting of Preachers on the same day, the 
suffered the champion of Infidelity peaceably 
to occxpy ihe Cour thouse, and to carry off the 
well merited pahn, retreating to Mr. Alexan- 

er’s unfinislied building to perform their ‘a 
ous ceremonies. It is a fact, that out of the 
numerous sons of Levi, then in ihe town, not | 

one could be found who had the courage to | 
meet the ignorant infidel; nor coulda omg 
ted theological dis sputarit from St. Louis, be 
prevailed upon to attend and reply. The cit- 
adel of Priestcrait was openly attacked; ‘ihe 
house that Jack built” was in danger, and no 
gentleman of the order couid be found to de- 
tend or support it. So skulks the bat at the | 
approach of day! 

The above is a fair statement of the sub- 
ject alluded to by the Rev. gentieman, in his 
remark quoted at the head of this article, and 
the truth of itcan be substantiated by the cer- 


tificates of individuals of known veracity and 


respectability, equal to any in the county.— 
The public are, thcrefore, now left to judge 
who was ‘‘Hobsonized” Oie word of advice, 
Messrs. Editors, to the Rev. gentleman, and 
Thave done, (for I have already occupied 
much of your colutins.) Hereafter, I would 
recomniend you, very Iéarned Sir, to watch 
closely your own actions and not syeer at the 
opinions of cthers. Yes, go, vainglorious 
Priest, and attend to the distribution ef pious 
and lying tracts; the organization of Sunday 
Schools, to tinpede the march of intellect, and 
forestali the Gpinions of the rising generation— 
to the formation of Tei mperance Societies,, 
(miscaiied so.) Go snd lend your aid to 
stop sunday mails, and to get up and put in 
practice all those schemes fur the aggran- 
discment of your order, which render the cler- 
gy of the day peculiarly obnoxious to the 


friends of reason and liberty; and which if not} 


opposed, inay sooner or later prostrate the glo- 


rious temple of American Freedom; for you} 
ray rest assured, that ail, and more than all! 


ed to sustain, @Vven 


eneroyes 2re requ 


~ 


‘through the nineteenth century, “that edifice of 
superstition, darkness and ignorance, at whose 
| base the waves of destruction have begun to 
‘beat, and which will at no distant period, be 
‘washed away, to keep company with the 
wr ecks of the dark ages, almost consigned to 
Voblivion, or only remembered to be hated, in 
the mighty ocean of time. But leave the fol- 
lowers ofa peaceful and moral philosophy to 
| pursue thetr path—for theie principles are ei- 
ther beyond the calibre of your intellect to com- 
| pi ‘ehend, or the candor of your heart to do jus- 
iti ice to. P. J. HOBSON. 
Green County, Illinois, February 7, 1834. 





| MYSTERIOUS AFFAIR. 
| (GT he following article came to us through 
‘the post office. Weare unacquainted with the 
iwriter, but we hope that our readers will not 
pees to the narration on that score. We 
doubt not that many of thein believe in tales 
| far more mysterious, and not a whit better au- 
thenticated than this. 
For the Western Examiner. 
Messrs. Editors.—The Post-rider on one of 
ithe western mail routes relates the following 
| strange circumstance that recently occurred to 
him, or rather to the mail with which his horse 
bangs loaded. Thehorse was wading knee-deep 
in mud, and the thick clouds of night were fast 
obscuring the light of day, when suddenly he 
overheard a \ iolent conversation near him; he 
jlooked about but could see no one —he put 
whip to his jaded horse, but could not fly from 
those whom he thought were closely pursuing 
him. Ashe increased his speed, the conver- 
sation became more violent; so much so, that 
he could only recollect the following: —*You 
lie” ——**you slander’ —“It is not so”’—and 
‘“*You lie’—*‘Listen to reason,” &c., &c., 
which were uttered in such quick succession 
‘that he could not make out the matter in dispute. 
He arrived at the post-office, almostdead with 
fear—threw off the mail-bag,—-nor could he 
be prev ailed upon to continue his journey that 
night. On opening the mail, the Postmaster 
discovered on the top, the ‘Western Exam- 
INER,” its envelope torn off and its pages 
spread out to a size sufficient to cover the other 
/contenis of the bag; underneath lay the **Suer- 
| HERD OF THE V ALLEY,” and the “Sr. Lours 
Osserver,” all torn and mangled at a h.urrid 
(rate; and the fragments so intermixed with 
each other, that it was with difficulty that the 
Post-imaster could make out that they ever had 
aname. The Post Boy verily believes that 
he was pursued by Devils—the Postmaster is 
ina quandary, and itis a general subject of 
conversation iu the neighborhood-——no person 
lean aceount fer the ovo latter papers being 9 
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count for it ig, that the iwo papers having come t VW ny 2€7: 92 15 fatnoming ot ihe firkins, to write the 


in contact, a contest ensued equal to that of the 


Kilkenny cats;—and thatthe “fxaminer,’ 


merry Tam O'Shanter; the veacifil picture of humble 
. | and pions Scottish life—-the Cotter’ sSaturday night; and 
song; and small poems, to whose quick spirit the heart 


while enjoying the sport, fad unfolded itself to | of tne Scottish exile, ‘encamped by Indian rivers wild,’ 
point the adherents of the other two, to true, Uiwobs si:aultaneously, 


*hilosophic Reason. ; W. 





J7PThe continuation of an essay on Spirit is unaveid- 
ably postponed until our next. Several other valuable 


‘‘And glows and gladdens st the charms 

Of Scotin’s woods and waterfalls?’’ 

And what besiness had Hogg to march out of Ettrick 

| forest, and go waving his green tartan up the streets of 
Edinburg, strong in his marvellous resolve to enrol his 


articles have also been c ruwded ont of our present hulne- name amid the poets ot the land? Uh, James, James, 


ber. They shall appear in due time. 


Our readers and correspondents must bear with us— 
our paper is yet in its infancy. With the commence- 


| with whom hast thoudefi those few sheep in the wilder- 
|ness? J know thy pride and the haughtiness of thy 
‘heart! What business hadst thou atthe Queen's Wake? 
/Atthe Court of Queen Hynde? reclining io the glen, 


ment of the second volume we hope to be able to issue | listening to the unearthly words of the pure Kilmeny; 
a much larger sheet—thouch without tncreastn & the | dancing with the fairies; telling of the Brownie of Bods- 


price of subscription. To enable us to do this without | 
incurring too great a sacrifice, we hope that the friends 
of liberal principles will prove themselves really liber- 


beck; or singing one strong and peerless song of God's 
Omnipresence?’ What business had Allan Ramsay to 
go befere thee, chanting of the Gentle Shepherd? or a 
tar greater Allan tocome after thee, from the depths of 


. - | Niehdsa ae ee sawn his mallet and chisel s . 
al, and come forward to our aid. We ask but a sufli- | Nithdale, and casting down his mallet and chisel among 


cient share of patronage to defray the actual expenses 
of our paper, and while we have a reasonable pros- | he to do with collecting the 


his native cocks, dare te enter London, and seat himself 
amid all the fiir handiworks of Chantry? What had 


Soogs of Scotland; or ma- 


pect of obtaining this, our exertions shall not flag. To king mighty ballads ef his own! 


; i 
those who have honored us with their patronage we | 
return our sincere thanks; would each one of them ob- | 


tain for us a signature in addition to his own (which we 
think could easily be done in most instances) the con- 
ductors of the Examiner wou!d lose nothing by the un- 


dertaking, and its readers would be supplied with a_ 


Jarger amount of reading matier—and that, too, per. 
haps weekly. 


{? Would it not be well for Br. Lovejoy to 
transfer the first article in our present number 
to his columns, under the head of “Infidels and 
Infidelity?” By thus being candid fur once, 
he might gratify his readers. 

“Variety ’s the very spice of life,” 

FERVID ELOQUENCE OF A QUAKER. 

The following impassioned burst of deep and ardent 
fecling is one of the finest specimens of natural oratory 
we ever met with; the prose of the writer is embued 
with the very spirit of poetry, while his warm and exci- 
ted passion gushes forth ina resistless current of glowing 
eloquence. Itseems Archdeicon Wilkins was excec- 
dingly displeased at Mr. Howitt’s ‘‘History of Priest- 
crait’’ and in a2 angry reply to that work, makes use 
of the terms, ‘‘You, sir, are a Quaker—you, sir, are a 
poet—you, sir, are a chemist; and then upbraids him 

for stepping out of his vocation.”’ Ina subsequent an- 

swer, Mr. Howitt thus sarcastically and eloquently re- 
plies: What business had I to quit my laboratory, and 
indulge in the pleasures of literature? in those pursuits 
which, according io Cicero, ‘‘adolescentiam alunt, sen- 
ectutem, oblectant, secundas res ornant, adversis nerfu- 
gium ac solatium prebent; delectant domi, noa impedi. 
unt foris; pernoctant nobiscum, peregrinantur, rustican- 
tur?”’ hat business had J to do this? It is true, lit- 
tle as Thave done, I have already had my reward, in 
the }.fg and strength and joy of my own spirit, and in 
the communign into which it has bronght me with some 
of the first of minds. Whzet business bad Burns to 
laave his fields, where he 


———“'Walked in glory und in joy, 
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A wet sheet anda 
what were they to him? he was overstepping his natur- 
al functions. O, honest Alen Cunninghom! what bu- 
| siness hads thon with these things? And what business 
‘had William Roscoe to leave his mother’s tap, to give 
| over carrying out her pots of beer, and to go and wiite 
the lives of Popes and Jtolian Princes; to ennoble his 
; own mind; to east a splender over his native town, 
and to leave a horitage to his children richer than a pat- 
ent of nobility? And what buciness had those shoema- 
| kers, Bloomfield, the Farnier’s Boy, and Giflord, the 
terror of dunces and the pride of Torics, to quit their 
| stalls, and dare to become famous? and those draper’s 
| goas, Pope and Southy, and honest Isaak Walton, what 
wrongheadedness was theirs] Whetright had Isaak 
Walton to haunt the Dove, and Showiord brook, and the 
Thames, with lis rod & line, & co in summer meadows, 
king sermons to himself of such beautitul and serene 
piety, as seldom issues from the Inhographic press for 
the nse of state priests? Bo has written the lives of 
certain crurch worthies too: and yetit is very question- 
able, that presumption of his. Those aporthecaries, 
Crabbe and Keats, why dig they not stick to their ve- 
cation, and avoid spoiling &s with so much good poe- 
try? Whata pity is it that our prudent Archdeacon 
was not present when Bea Johnson threw down bia 
hod of mortar, and Shakspeare lek of porching, ta 


- 


owlpg sea,’ 


| 


warn them agiinst the sin of wiiting dramas? Could 
he have prevailed on John Wilson, and John Gibson 
Lockhart, and Sharon Turner, to abide by thelr parch- 
ments and pleas, whatreadirg of multitudincus volumes 
} might we have been spared?) Washington left his far- 
ming to liberate his country, Franklin his types, to 
frame a constitution for her; and Dr. Wilkins wes not 
at hand to cry, ‘‘overstep aot the proper limits of your 
profession!’ From the ranks of trade, from the very 
peasantry of the country, ascend to eminence clergymen 
lawyers, and merchants; three-fourths of our nobility 
have sprung fram the samg source; and yet the entor- 
prise of these men is very questionable, for numbers of 
‘them, with the happy daring of Bir Richard Ask wright, 
have, reached dietinctian hy overstapping the praper 
limits of their or:senad profissians. Nothwg therefore, 
can be more quesigusbiq, fue Arch@gacen Wilkins 
questions it] 
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AN ODE. {terity give their money to these socicties ap 


i their wishes will be abundantly gratified. 
Herald of Freedom. 
Suicide. --A respetable girl by the name | 
Eliza Whitehouse, bung herself last week a 








BY F. WRIGHT. | 
Long have the nations slept: hark that sound! | 
The sleep is ended, and the world awakes: 
Man rises in his strength and looks around, =| 
Whil hi Baal ll Rialiitinnals | Augusta, in consequence of despair enc 
le on his sight the dawn of reason breaks. | .4on her mind while attending the late pro- 
Hail, fair Reason! fair reason rule the day: | tracted meeting at Augusta. 
Reason never leads astray! | Church and d State.-—‘We understand that 
ithe peaign at the Fair held last week in the 


Lo! Knowldege draws the screen, and from! Washington Hall by the ladies of the Seventh 
his mind | Presbyterian Church of this city, amounted to 
Drives Fancy’s visions, and his spirit tames; | one thousand and te enty-onc dollars and swxty- 
ier 54g j seven cents. ’——Saturday seigpipen 
Deep in his breast that law to seek and find, | * , 
Which kine i aailieen ten: Millett deal am One of ‘our subscribers’ s” stalked into the of 
Penne Paes Wee and priests | goo the other day with a very waggisi , face, 
in flames. ‘and addressing us, said—“S'r I am resolved 
Hail, fair Reason! &c. |to read your paper no longer!” We expres- 
ised our regret, and pulled out our leger— 

Shout earth! thy creature man, till now the foe | when the subscriber added, “I will, Tor the oh 


Of thee, and all that tread thy parent breast, te re, read my own paper—credit me with 
year in advance!” We need not say how we 


Henceforth shall learn himself & thee to know, | 
And in tl nego dbl ’ /adinired the conclusion of his remarks, and 
nd in that knowledge to be wise an om. ‘how heartily we wish, all of our subscribers 





Hail, fair Reason! &c. \ would read their own papers.-~Mo. Repnb. 
. . . Melancholy.—A lady (who is a wife and a 
a CONTENTMENT. , ‘mother, and who shali = naimetess, ) in the 
Sweet as the first drawn sigh of love, town of China, attended a protracted meeting 
Content, thou mild, thou meek-ey’d maid! — lately. was operated upon and became derang- 
Above bright power—gay wealth above— ‘ed in consequence. Seen al nights ago she 
To thee my willing vows be paid. wane, tat the house and went feeth almost 


peer d, alarming the ininates of the houses a 


Our greatest glory is not “4 — falling, | he passed, by exclamations, of “day of yet 
but in rising every time we fall.—- Yonfucius. ‘eenen tele? tdammnttont? fan By mor- 


| . 
ining, she had travelled into Windsor, where 


rr a .. , > 92 5 ~ 
“The POOR Tract Society.” —-We fre- | che was secured, most shockingly ficezen.— 
quently hear ‘pious ones talking about the ‘She has been returned to her distressed fami- 
poor American Tract Society, whose Very ‘ly, and is the subject of medical treatments 
worthy members are so kind and benevolent but we understand fears are entertained that 
that they print and distribute thousands of their | oth legs will require to be amputated. 
tracts for nothing! The following slip, which | 2 Gerd. Aatel 


we cut from an exchange paper, will show (| 


a far these pee ah ions yy rig truth— ) eMr. Wiourram C. Barrows is an au- 
> ” if ans » 
eceipts Into the dgreasury of the « merican | ‘thorized travelling agent for ‘his paper. 











Tract Society, during the month ending! 

September 15, 1833. MMS. 
Whole amount of donations, ~ $4,018 28 | The Wesrrrn Examinrris published in 
; 


the City of S:. Louis, on the Ist and 15th of 
-—e levery month, at the low price of One Dollar 
Total, - - $7,012 33 jand Fifty Cents per aunum, payable in ad- 
FOUR Ti 10U SAND DOLLARS receiv- _vance, 

ed gratis in one month, besides the p praifite on | Qy°Agents, or others, ly forwarding $10, 

four thousand dollars worth of tracts! And will t be entitled to eight copies. 

every month in the year produces similar re-|  §¢°The friends of liberal principles through- 

sults! So far from the Ai nerican Tract, Bi- jout the Union, are respectiully requested to 

ble, and other similar societies being losing accept the Agency of this paper, and uid us? 

concerns’ they are constantly amassing large | procuring sul.scribers. 

fortunes, which will one day be used for the Communications, posi paid, may be addres- 

purpose of ensiaving the people. Let those | sed to the “Editors of the Western Examiner, 


who wish to joinin purchasing fettere for pos] St, Louis.” 


Received for Tracts sold, - - 3,023 05 











